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LATIN CHRISTIANITY.

BOOK V.

There the zeal of Gerhert did not prevent him from
profiting by the mathematical science and advanced
knowledge then exclusively possessed in Europe by the
Mohammedan schools.11 He is said to have visited
Cordova, where the Ommiade Caliph, Hakim II., held
his splendid court, and patronised the peaceful arts and
sciences. But the learned and scientific studies of
Gerbert, so far beyond his age, were not those of a
recluse and contemplative monk; nor did his Arabian
skill in arithmetic, geometry, and astrology perhaps
rather than astronomy, fall under the suspicion with
which they were looked upon in later legend, as for-
bidden and magic arts. Gerbert must be archbishop
and Pope, and incur all the hatred inevitable during
contentious times in such high functions before he is
branded as a necromancer. With Count Borel, and
with Hatto, Bishop of Vich, in Catalonia, Gerbert visited
Borne.1 There he attracted the notice of the Pope
(John XII.) and of the Emperor Otho I. By Otho he
was recommended to Adalbero, Archbishop of Eheims,
He taught in the school of that city, the ecclesiastical
metropolis of the Franco-Gallic church. He accom-
panied the Archbishop Adalbero again to Italy in the
expedition of Otho II. That Emperor bestowed on
him the famous Abbey of Bobbio.

But if the Italian manners of Koine shocked the
piety of Gerbert, the turbulent and intriguing monks
of Bobbio gave him no peace. Their poverty and
nakedness distressed the Abbot. Former abbots had
wasted, had even alienated the estates of that once

h His Geometry is said to indicate
Arabian sources of knowledge.

J It was during this expedition that
be had his curious disputation (the

first scientific scholastic disputation)
with Otric the Saxon. See the re*
markahle details in Richer.